
Kuria Hills Tented Camp 

 

Client:          Tourvest East Africa 

Project:          10 Room Eco Camp 

Architectural Designer:                     Graeme Labe – FTK Design and Development  

Interior Designer:       Graeme Labe – FTK Design and Development  

Tent and Steel Manufacturer:          East Africa Canvas Nairobi 

FTK Design and Development was commissioned by Tourvest East Africa to design an eco Camp situated in the  

Wogakurya Hills in the north of the Serengeti National Park, with large boulders and kopjes forming the main, 

prominent features of the site. Each of the positions of the guest tents have been meticulously selected ensuring 

privacy, but at the same time giving each unit unsurpassed and dramatic views of the gentle grassed slopes, open 

woodland and tree lined watercourses, which all make up the beautiful northern Serengeti landscape. 

 

 

 



The brief given was to develop an environmentally friendly Camp both in design and the use of materials. The 

accommodation units were to incorporate large glass frontage.  The interiors of the tents have separate divisions for 

the bedroom and bathroom; shower and toilet cubicles. 

 

Traditionally tented camps are built on wooden base structures with either mild steel or wooden upright poles and 

the canvas fly sheet are placed on the frame work and canvas body is hung from this frame sitting on the wooden 

deck.  There was a major concern with regard to the maintenance of the wooden substructure due to the high 

occurrence of termites.  Therefore we came up with the idea of doing a steel substructure on top of which we would 

place the floor.  The first draft of the design made use of square gum poles to carry the superstructure and the ring 

beam.  We tried to source quality square poles locally and found that these were not readily available and therefore 

had to go back to the drawing board.  We then decided to use the same steel structure for both the superstructure 

and the roof structure of the tent.   

The choice of using steel was also motivated by an environmental perspective.  Eco-Steel is made from Recycled 

Galvanized Steel Skeletal Structure and can be used with a combination of multiple finishing materials.   

The steel frames were then clad in canvas and where hard walls were required the frames were clad in shutterply.  

Once the canvas wrap was complete there is not steel visible. 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



In order to comply with the environmental theme all the outdoor decks were built from composite decking.  The 

composite decking is made from recycled materials.  For the internal flooring we used a 6mm engineered oak as 

opposed to full hardwood flooring.   

 

The lighting and electrical design also had to fulfill the eco ethos of the Camp with all the Camp’s electricity being 

supplied through Solar power and central solar water boilers.   

   

 

Understanding the solar constraints to all the units the lighting was all designed making use of energy saving  and LED 

lighting.   

 

 

 



The Main area of the Lodge is constructed out of a series of buildings, built in the roll form steel and cladded in 

canvas, all linked together by raised steel based walkways.    

Using the roll form steel we were able to design and build large multi leveled tented units which otherwise would not 

have been possible using traditional tent building techniques.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

To carry the theme through FTK Design and Development were also contracted to do the interiors of the Lodge. 

Interiors:   

In keeping with the architectural design of the Camp, the interiors follow a Contemporary take on a Tented Safari 

Camp.  

The base colours used throughout the camp are neutrals with the addition of two main accent colours; Paprika Red 

and a Rich olive green.  These colours were chosen to give an accent to the Sand colour canvas and Coco Brown floor.  

These colours also incorporate the rich colours used by the Kuria tribe 

The fabric selection used throughout the camp for furnishing and curtains are natural cottons and linens and are all of 

natural tones.  In order to give accent and colour, locally made beaded scatter cushions and accessories bring through 

the bright colours of the Kuria people.  

 

Artefacts used throughout the Camp were sourced from Tanzania and neighbouring regions.  Following the 

contemporary theme the artefacts were given a contemporary make over by either painting or staining of the items.  

A focal feature of the accommodation units is a collection of portraits taken during a traditional Kuria ceremony.  The 

portraits are shown in Sepia with feature highlights in colour.   

 

All furniture has been custom designed for the Camp.  The design range from contemporary, rustic to ethnic and 

many of the pieces where hand crafted locally.   The timbers are local timbers selected for the beauty of their grain 

and colour.   Pieces such as the Indian server tables and writing desk mirrors were made from reclaimed Dhow wood.   

               

Lighting has played a key part of the interior design both functionally and aesthetically.  This is clearly illustrated with 

the used of LED reading lights for practical purposes and glass chandeliers for effect used in the same space.  

 

The mosquito nets have been custom designed to cover a large space within the rooms allowing for a King size bed or 

2 twin beds with bedside tables comfortably. The mosquito net also softens the tone of the interiors and gives the 



sense of a tent within a tent.  The net was designed in such a way to open completely in front to complement the full 

front panel glass windows which are the main feature of the tent giving expansive views over the Serengeti.  

 

 

 

 

Within the public areas the same themes were carried through.  Furniture layouts were done in such a way to create 

interesting and secluded areas within the Main Lounge giving a Library Area, bar area and Lower lounge.   



 

 

The Bar has been designed on 2 levels to allow the guest a picture view over the bar.  The barman stands on a lower 

level in order not to impede the view. The bar counter was custom designed using local Loliondo wood top and 

Saligna front.  The bar runs across for 6 meters making it a striking feature.  The lighting has been an intricate part of 

the bar using both custom turned wooden overhead pendants and recessed lighting set under the bar to highlight the 

front of the bar.   

Leading out the Lounge and Dining room the outdoor deck has been furnished with tight weaved Lloyd Loom 

furniture which ties in with the contemporary safari style of the Camp.   

 

A fire side Boma is set just off the Main deck whilst built up at deck level is made from soil, to give one the sense of 

being on the ground.  The Boma is set against a beautiful copy rock face which is lit up at night creating magnificent 

shadows. The Boma has been furnished with rough turned logs for side tables and contemporary canvas leather and 

steel campaign style chairs.  



 

 


